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ABBREVIATIONS

1 st Person

2 2nd Person

3 3rd Person
ACC Accusative
ABL Ablative

ABS Absolutive Participle
ACC Accusative
ACCOMP Accompaniment
BENEF Benefactive
COMP Completive participle
COND Condition
CONT Continuous
DAT Dative

DIST Distal

EMP Emphatic

EX Exclusive

FUT Future

GEN Gerund

GER Gerund

HAB Habitual
HORT Hortatory

IMP Imperative
INCL Inclusive

INF Infinitive

INT Interrogative
LOC Locative

M Masculine

N Non-Masculine
NEG Negation
NOM Nominative
OBL Oblique

P Plural

PAST Past

PRES Present

PRO Probihitive
PROX Proximal

PUR Purposive

S Singular

SUBJ Subjunctive
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Name of Language — INTRODUCTION

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Name of Language

Gondi is the language spoken by the Gond tribals spread out in four states in central India.
The people call themselves Koitor but others refer to them as Gonds. Since they are spread
over a very wide region comprising the states of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh and Orissa it naturally has a large number of dialects, some of which show a great
deal of divergence among themselves. Southern Gondi is spoken by the Gonds living
towards the south west of the whole Gondi region as can be seen from the map. It is the
name given by the researchers of a socio-linguistic survey (Beine, Dave. 1992).

1.2 Classification

Southern Gondi belongs to the central group of the Dravidian family of languages.

1.3 Demographic Information

The Gond tribals of India are a diverse group of people, spread over four states in the central
part of India. The total number of Gondi speakers is about 1.38 million (census of India
1961)

Southern Gondi is spoken by the Gonds living in Gadchiroli and Chandrapur districts of
Maharashtra State and Adilabad district of Andhra Pradesh. It is spoken by Gonds
numbering about 1.5 lakhs.
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Map of Southern Gondi Speaking Area — INTRODUCTION

1.4 Map of Southern Gondi Speaking Area

MAHARASHTRA
Distt..
GADCHIROLI
MADHYA PRADESH
{
Godavari
ANDHRA PRADESH River
|3

1.5 Sociolinguistic Situation

1.5.1 Multilingualism

Throughout the Gondi area speakers of the different languages have intermingled with each
other as well as with speakers of the state languages Marathi (Maharashtra), Telugu (Andhra
Pradesh), and Hindi (Madhya Pradesh). This has led to extensive bilingualism. However,
those who reside in the isolated forest regions tend to be monolingual as they have little
interaction with others (Beine, Dave. 1992).

1.5.2 Context of Language Use

The Gondi language is spoken exclusively in the home and village settings. Those who have
frequent contact with speakers of other languages, such as Hindi, Marathi, and Telugu, will
use the respective state languages in the public domain. Most school-goers will be taught in
the state language, however mother tongue learning is being promoted in most areas.

1.5.3 Viability Factors

Because of the interaction with other languages and peoples nearby, most of the Gondi
languages have borrowed many words and some structures from other languages. However,
the mother-tongue remains highly-regarded, and Adilabad District has tribal schools for
which Gondi primers have been written in the Devanagari script (Lincoln, 1969: 2). In the
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Dialects — INTRODUCTION

more isolated regions the people keep to traditional customs and beliefs, likewise preserving
their languages.

1.6 Dialects

Up to nine dialects have been identified as being spoken by Gond tribes, including Southern
Gondi, Northern Gondi, Hill Maria, Bison Horn Maria, Muria, Koya, and Dorla (Beine,
Dave. 1992).

1.7 Previous Research on the Language

Benny and Mary Kurian, have lived in the Southern Gondi speaking area of Gadchiroli
District since 1998 and they have recently completed a report on the Phonology of Southern
Gondi (unpublished).

Research has also been done in many of the languages related to Southern Gondi, but only
the Adilabad variety of Gondi is close enough to be a useful resource. Whilst the morphemes
and words are often quite different between the two dialects, there are many similarities in
the grammatical structures. The following two dissertations assisted us in identifying some
of the features to look for in the language:

Lincoln, N.J. 1969, A4 Descriptive Analysis of the Adilabad Dialect of Gondi, PhD.
dissertation, Cornell University: Ann Arbour, Michigan.

Subrahmanyam, P.S. 1968, A Descriptive Grammar of Gondi, Annamalai University
Department of Linguistics: Ann Arbour, Michigan.

The following sociolinguistic survey of the region gave additional details on the culture and
setting of the Gond people, and identified the related languages in the area:

Beine, Dave, 1992, 4 Sociolinguistic Survey of the Gondi Speaking Communities Ms IICCC.
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Vowels and Consonants — PHONEMIC SUMMARY

2 PHONEMIC SUMMARY

2.1 Vowels and Consonants

The consonants and vowels that are needed to write the Southern Gondi language are shown
below in the form of a table

Consonant chart

Labials Coronals Retroflex Palatal Velar Glottal
Plosive vl P t t c k
Plosive vd b d qd j g
Nasal m n
Fricative v S h
Lateral 1
Trill r
Approximant y
Vowel chart
i i 1 u u u
e e € 0 0 0
9
a a

2.2 Orthography

The Southern Gonds are spread over in two states - Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. In
Maharashtra, Marathi is being promoted using the Devanagri script. In Andhra Pradesh, the
medium used is Telugu, which uses the Telugu script. It means that two alphabets Devanagri
and Telugu need to be used so as to reach all the Gonds living in the two states.

The Gonds have also developed a script of their own and are also promoting it among
themselves. The Gondi script can also be used to write the language.
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Orthography — PHONEMIC SUMMARY

2.2.1 Devanagri Script

Devanagri script assigned to each phoneme for the Gondi spoken in Maharashtra is as shown
in the table below.

2.2.1.1 Consonants

The Devanagri script character assigned to each consonant phoneme as follows.

p 9 t t € c 9 k &
b d T d © j S g I
m H n T
v g s T h g
I =
r 3
y I

2.2.1.2 Vowels

The Devanagri script character assigned to each vowel phoneme as follows.

iz &g i U3 wFH a3
e e US éQ" OSﬁ' 0:3ﬁ 63ﬁ'

2.2.2 Telugu Script

Telugu script assigned to each phoneme for the Gondi speakers of Adilabad Dist. in Andhra
Pradesh is as shown below.
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2.2.2.1 Consonants

Sandhi — PHONEMIC SUMMARY

The Telugu scripts assigned to each consonant phoneme is as follows

B o
90982}
5 o
S & &
o
£X

&G c ¢

c W kK 8
i ® g O

h a®
y O

2.2.2.2 Vowels

The Telugu script character assigned to each vowel phoneme as follows

i ii R i Q0
ea e:b écDO

u 6 w &R {i &O

o v o:éd 0 2uO

2.3 Sandhi

The initial syllable structure in Southern Gondi is (C)V(C) and the medial are CV(C) or

(C)VC. The final syllables are usually open.
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Sandhi — PHONEMIC SUMMARY

Euphonic addition

To the consonant ending roots an euphonic vowel -u / -a is added if there is no suffix. Some
e.g. are as follows.

hon'n-u 'g0'

tin-u 'eat’

mind-a 'sleep’

Epenthesis

An approximant -y is introduced between two vowels at a morpheme boundary
va-y-akom 'come' (HORT)

ta-y-ana 'give' (INF)
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Nominal Morphology — MORPHOLOGY

3 MORPHOLOGY

3.1 Nominal Morphology

3.1.1 Nouns

The majority of Southern Gondi nouns are bisyllabic in their singular forms. Examples

include mara 'tree’, konda ‘cow’, and miyad woman'.
3.1.1.1 Types Of Nouns

3.1.1.1.1 Proper names

Words that refer to specific places (town, country, etc.), languages, or people are proper
names. For example, suddagudam 'Suddagudam (name of a village)' and ramas gedam 'Ramesh

Gedam (name of a person)’.

Capitalisation of the first letter of the word, as is done in English, is not possible for Gondi
proper names as the state scripts, Devanagri (in the States of Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra) and Telugu (in Andhra Pradesh), have no capital letters.

3.1.1.1.2 Count vs. mass nouns

While count nouns take the respective masculine or non-masculine plural markers when
more than one is referred to, mass nouns such as yer ‘warer’ and jadi 'grass’ cannot be
pluralised.

However, some mass nouns can be plural in their natural form, as in pari-hku 7ice-pl.". When
the singular form pari is used in this case, it means ' grain of rice’, or 'seed'.
3.1.1.1.3 Concrete Nouns vs. Abstract Nouns

The examples given in section 3.1.1.1.2 are concrete nouns. Abstract nouns in Gondi are
non-masculine in gender.

(1) onaku hongu vata
on-ku hongu va-t-a
3MS-DAT anger come-PAST-3NS

'He is angry.'

3.1.1.2 Structure Of The Noun Word

The noun word is inflected for gender, number and case. With some cases nouns take an
oblique marker. Thus,

Nworda = stem. (Honorific) (Gender) (Number) (Oblique) (Case)
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The morphemes in parentheses are optional. A nominative case singular noun will take no
inflection, for example, whilst a dative plural noun may be fully inflected:
(2) baba  babalorkunku 7 002

baba-0 baba-l-or-ku-n-ku
father-S father-honorific-3MP-P-OBL-DAT

'father to the fathers'

3.1.1.3 Honorifics

The majority of masculine nouns refer to people and take the honorific suffix-l in their
nominal forms, to express respect for the one spoken about. For non-masculine nouns, the
honorific marker can only occur for a singular noun in the nominative case, i.e. the honorific
does not occur for non-masculine plural or non-masculine cases other than nominative.

(3) yava-l 'mother’ (NOM)
yava-h-ku 'mothers’ (NOM)
yava-n 'mother’ (ACC)
yava-h-ku-n-ki 'to the mothers' (DAT)

3.1.1.4 Number
Nouns can be singular or plural in number. In Gondi, singular nouns are unmarked.

Singular masculine nouns are suffixed by -Ior, where -I is the honorific suffix, and -or is third
person masculine singular agreement; plural masculine nouns have the additional morpheme
-ki indicating plural. Irregular plural masculine nouns include the words for 'kings’ and 'sons’
as shown in Table 1 below.

Non-masculine nouns are of three types;

1. Those ending in an alveolar (or retroflex) consonant drop the final consonant and replace
it with h, followed by the suffix -ki, some vowel ending nouns also follow this pattern.

2. Those for which the final vowel (2 or 1) is nasalised,

3. Irregular plural forms (which take only the plural suffix -ki).

Southern Gondi Grammar 9



Table 1: Pluralisation

Nominal Morphology — MORPHOLOGY

Singular Plural
Masculine with manakal 'man’ manakalork 'men’

-| dadal ‘elder brother'  dadalorku ‘elder brothers’

-Or pedal 'boy’ pedalorka 'boys’

-kd kumal 'potter’ kumalorku 'potters’
bestal 'fisherman’ bestalorkd 'fishermen'

irreg. rajul 'king' rajulkt 'kings'
mari 'son’ marku 'sons’

Non-Masculine  with murtad "woman' murtahkt "women'

-hku miyad 'daughter’ miyahkd 'daughters’
lon 'house’ lohku 'houses'
nar village' nahkd villages'
burkal ‘tiger’ burkahkd 'tigers'
mara ‘tree’ marahku 'trees’
pegidi ‘girl’ pegihki 'girls’

with pata 'song’ patam 'songs’

nasal konda 'bullock’ kondam 'bullocks'
pandi 'fruit (sg.)’ pandim 'fruit (pl.)’
jim'ma 'fish (sg.)’ jim'mar 'fish (pl.)’
estl 'bus’ estim '‘buses’

irreg. kadu ‘eye’ kaduka ‘eyes’

-ku kitab 'book’ kitabka 'books'
godu '‘cow’ god(u)ku '‘cows’

3.1.1.5 Gender/Class

Nouns can be divided into two genders: masculine and non-masculine. For animate objects,
the gender is innate. For inanimate objects there are no common ending in the base form, so
gender is not predictable.

Table 2: Unpredictability of Gender

Masculine non-Masculine
Animate dadal ‘'older brother’ akal ‘older sister’
Inanimate kitab 'book’ mara 'tree’

Where there are masculine - non-masculine correlations for a single species the Gondi forms
are irregular. There is no pattern as in English, e.g. Tion (m)’, 'lioness (f)'. Names of tribal
groups and castes such as Gondi, Maria, and fisherman (name of a caste) are masculine in
gender. Borrowed words tend to be non-masculine in gender.
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3.1.1.6 Definiteness/Referentiality

Demonstratives are used to show definiteness or proximity (see e.g. (16) below). Compare
example (4) with (5) and (6) below.

4) mara peddaga manta Z 008
mara pedda-ga ma-nt-a
tree big-ish be-PRES-3NS

’

.
tree is big.

(5)  idu mara peddaga manta. Z 009
idu mara pedda-ga ma-nt-a
this tree big-ish be-PRES-3NS

"This tree is big.'

(6) adu mara peddaga manta. Z 010
adu mara pedda-ga ma-nt-a
that tree big-ish be-PRES-3NS

'That tree is big.'

The indefinite forms of the demonstrative are used mainly at a discourse level to introduce a
new participant. To refer back to the participant later in the text the definite pronouns
(demonstratives) will be used.

Table 3: Indefinite Demonstratives

Singular Plural
Masculine varor ‘there was a..."  1cor (PROX.) 'there were some..."
acor (DIST)
Non-Masculine  undi ‘there was a..." 1com (PROX) 'there were some..."

acorm  (DIST)

Location words ige "iere’ and aga 'there’ and direction words hike "zither’ and heke 'thither’ can
also be used for anaphoric reference.

3.1.1.7 Case

Examples of the following cases were found in the data: nominative, accusative, dative,
genitive, locative, ablative, allative, instrument/accompaniment, benefactive, and vocative.
In most of these cases the oblique form of the noun is used.

The oblique has two allomorphs, -t, and -n:
-t occurs with singular non-human nouns.
-n occurs elsewhere, for human nouns and all plurals.

There is phonological conditioning on words ending in r or retroflex d when the oblique is
added, e.g., nar village’ — nate-n-e (Locative) and miyad 'daughter’ — miyat-a (Genitive), so
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the oblique may not appear.

Nominative and vocative cases are not marked for case. The nominative case may take the
honorific marker -I, but the vocative case does not. Examples are shown in Table 4.

Marking the accusative case is optional, as word order also indicates the object. Human
nouns, and also godd ‘cow’ take the accusative suffix -n. For those ending in retroflex d
devoicing occurs and epenthetic u is inserted before the accusative suffix (miyad — miyat-un
‘daughter’). Non-human objects are not marked in the accusative case unless referring to a
specific object, pata 'song’ — pata-n 'the/this song'. For non-human singular nouns taking
accusative case, the oblique -t must precede case. Again epenthetic u will be inserted (konda
— konda-t-un ‘cow’). Words ending in n follow this pattern, but word-final n is deleted. See
Table 4.

The dative case suffix is -kii . Human nouns must take the oblique with dative case.

(7) nana yavanku undi sari hitan
nana yava-n-ku undi sari hi-t-an
1S_NOM mother-OBL-DAT one.N saree give-PAST-1S

'l gave a sari to mother.’
Forms of the genitive case are discussed in the following section 3.1.1.8 on possession.

The locative -e, ablative -al/-agatal and allative -eke cases suffix onto the oblique noun
forms. The suffix -al comes on nouns that denote a specific location. The suffix -agatal
indicates proximity ('from near, from the vicinity of', -aga literally means 'there’ in its free
form). In practice -aga and -agatal are used interchangeably with non-human entities. Human
nouns can only take -agatal, not -al. The oblique forms are used. Animate entities do not
normally take the locative case; thus locative case is not included in Table 4. Example (8)
below shows its usage.

(8) ahérite ico kabad mata.

ahéri-te ico kabad man-t-a
Aheri-LOC some work be-PAST-3NS

'Has some work to do in Aheri.’

9) nana maratagatal puy tatan
nana mara-n-aga-tal puy ta-t-an
1S.NOM tree-OBL-Prox-from flower bring-PAST-1S

'l took flowers from the trees.’

(10) rames sironcatal vasantor
rames sironca-tal vasa-nt-or
Ramesh Sironcha-from come-PRES-3MS

'Ramesh is coming from Sironca.'

To show instrument or accompaniment the suffix -oni is added to the oblique form of the
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noun.

The benefactive suffix is -hati.

Table 4: Case Marking on Nouns

Nominal Morphology — MORPHOLOGY

CASE Nominative Accusative Dative Gloss
Human S. dadal dadan dadanku ‘elder bro.’
yaval yavan yavanku 'mother’
miyad miyatun miyadaku ‘daughter’
Human P. dadalorka dadalorkun dadalorkunku
yavahkunkd yavahkun yavahkunkd
miyahkunku miyahkun miyahkunku
Non-human S mara maratun maraku ‘tree’
[on [6tun lotaka 'house’
konda kondatun kondaku ‘bullock’
Non-human P marahka marahkun marahkunku
Iohku I6hkun [6hktnku
kondam kondan kondanku
CASE Ablative Allative Accompaniment Benefactive
Human S. dadanagatal dadanteke dadantoni dadanhati
yavanagatal yavanteke yavantoni yavanhati
miyatagatal miyadateke miyadatoni miyatahati
Human P. dadalorkunagatal dadalorkunteke dadalorkuntoni dadalorktnhati
yavahkunagatal yavahkunkunteke yavahkunkuntoni yavahkunhati
miyahkunagatal miyahkunteke miyahkuntoni miyahkunhati
Non-human S maratagatal marateke maratoni maratahati
Iotagatal loteke lotoni |otahati
kondatagatal kondateke kondatoni kondatahati
Non-human P marahkunagatal marahkunteke marahkuntont marahkunhati
Iohkunagatal [ohkunteke [ohkuntont [ohkdnhati
kondanagatal kondanteke kondantoni kondanhati

3.1.1.8 Possession

The noun can mark possession in three ways. First the oblique suffix -n or -t comes, then

1. the adjectival form takes the genitive case marker -3, as in example (10).

2. the nominal form takes the genitive case marker -a plus the nominaliser -d, thus forming
the suffix -ad, as in (12).

3. another nominal form takes the particle -aga (lit. 7zere’) that indicates proximity. This is

called the temporary possessive particle. See example (13).

For example,

(1)

pegita

kapdi manciga manta
pegit-a kapdi manciga ma-nt-a
girl-GEN cloth good

"The girl's dress is nice.'

Southern Gondi Grammar
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(12) idu Ion ramesanad Z 006
idu Ion rames-n-a-d
this house Ramesh-OBL-GEN-NOM_S
'This house is Ramesh's.’

(13) ona Kktab a pédalorkunaga manta Z 007
on-a kitab-0 adu péda-l-or-ku-n-aga ma-nt-a

3MS-GEN book-S that son-honorific-3MP-P-OBL-PROX be-PRES-3NS

'His book is with those boys / Those boys have got his book.’

3.1.2 Pronouns and Anaphoric Clitics

3.1.2.1 Personal Pronouns

Pronouns in Gondi are differentiated according to person and number. First person plural
pronouns can also be specified for inclusive and exclusive of hearer. Third person pronouns
have a three-way distinction according to gender (masculine, non-masculine), number
(singular, plural) and proximity (proximal, distal).

Pronoun forms vary according to the following cases: nominative, accusative, dative,
genitive, accompaniment, ablative, and benefactive. The case markers are of the same forms
as their noun counterparts. Pronoun paradigms are given in Table 5 below; genitive forms
are in shown in Table 6.

Table 5: Personal Pronouns

PG N - NOM. ACC. DAT. ACCOMP. ABL. BENEF
1 S. nana nakun naku natoni nahagatal navahati
P. EX. momotu makun makd matoni mahagatal mavahati
INCL  manam manakun  manakd  manatoni managatal manahati

2 S. nime nikun nikd nitoni nihagatal nivahati
P. mimetu mikun mikd mitoni mihagatal mivahati

3 M S. DIST oru on onkd onatoni onagatal onahati
PROX Tru in inkd inatoni inagatal inahati

P DIST oru orkun orkd oratoni oragatal orahati

PROX iru irkun irkd iratoni iragatal irahati

NS  DIST adu dan danaki  danatoni danagatal danahati
PROX idu din dinaku dinatoni dinagatal dinahati
P. DIST avu avun avunkd  avunatoni avunagatal avunahati
PROX ivu vun ivunku Tvunatoni ivunagatal ivunahati

As described in section 3.1.1.8, possessive pronouns are of three forms: adjectival, tak-ng the
genitive case marker -Ca, and nominal, taking the nominalising suffix (genitive case plus
nominaliser) -Cad, where C is any consonant. A third form, the temporary possessive,
-(h)aga indicates possession in the sense that the object is with or on the person although s/he
may not have ownership of it. For example,
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Table 6: Possessive Pronouns

Nominal Morphology — MORPHOLOGY

PG N - Adjectival PRO  NOM PRO. Temporary
GEN Case NOM/ACC Case  Possessives
1 S nava navad nahaga
P EX mava mavad mahaga
INCL mana manad managa
2 S niva nivad nihaga
P miva mivad mihaga
3 M S DIST ona onad onaga
PROX na inad inaga
P DIST ora orad oraga
PROX ra irad iraga
M S DIST dana danad danaga
PROX dina dinad dinaga
P DIST avuna avunad avunaga
PROX ivuna ivunad ivunaga

Examples of usage include the following,
(14) idu nava mara

idu nav-a mara

this 1S-GEN tree

"This is my tree.’

(15) idu mara navad
idu mara nav-a-d
this tree 1S-GEN-NOM_S
'"This tree is mine.’
(16) idu mara yavanad
idu mara yava-n-a-d
this tree mother-OBL-GEN-NOM_S

'"This tree is mother's.'

Southern Gondi Grammar

Z 019

7 020

7021

15



Nominal Morphology — MORPHOLOGY

3.1.2.2 Demonstrative Pronouns

Demonstratives take the form of the third person (non-masculine) pronouns. The reduced
forms T and a can also be used, disguising the gender and number of the referent.

Table 7: Demonstratives

Proximal Distal
S M idu 'this' adu 'that'
M ru oru
P M ivu 'these' avu 'those’
M ru oru

Demonstratives can either stand alone or act as a modifier in the noun phrase, as shown in
examples (11) and (12) above. The indefinite forms are varor when introducing a masculine
participant and undi when introducing a non-masculine participant (roughly translates as
‘there was a ...") See discussion in section 3.1.1.6 above.

3.1.2.3 Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns are formed by suffixing the emphatic particle -e to the respective
nominal pronouns except the first person which takes varor.

The following example shows a way of emphasising the subject as the one doing the action.

(17) nana vardone Kitan. Z 011
nana varon-e Ki-t-an
1S.NOM one.M-EMP make-PAST-1S

' did it myself.'
See also section 4.4.2.1 for reflexive verb forms.
Reflexive actions are expressed by the morpheme -Uki within the verb. Compare the

examples below,

(18) oru godin tantor 7037
oru godu-n tana-t-or
3MS cow-ACC beat-PAST-3MS

'He beat the cow.’
(19)  oOnad ore  tanukutor 7038
on-a-d or-e tana-uku-t-or
3MS-GEN-NOM_Sg 3MS-EMP beat-reflexive-PAST-3MS
'He beat himself.'

The verb is inflected for reflexive, tense, person, and number in that order as shown in the
following paradigm for the verb 7o beat'.

Southern Gondi Grammar 16



Nominal Morphology — MORPHOLOGY

Table 8: Reflexive Verb Forms

S S
1 tanukutan tanukutom
2 tandkatin tanukuatir
3 M tanukutor tanukutur
M tanukuata tanukatam

3.1.2.4 Interrogative Pronouns

Interrogative pronouns usually occur sentence initially and they all take b word initially.
They may agree in gender and number with the human noun they refer to. See section 4.6.3.1
for examples of usage.

(20)  'what / which' batal
‘when' baske
'where (what place)’ baga
'where (to what place)’ beke
‘where (from what place)’ bagatal € bendal
‘why' bari(nku)
how' balaha
'how much' bacor
'with what' baduntoni

Table 9: Interrogative Pronouns

Masculine term Non-Masculine term

Singular Plural Singular Plural
'who' bon (1P,2P) bor (3P) badun bavin
'whose (adj)’ bona bora baduna bavuna
'whose (nom)' bonad borad badunad bavunad
'with whom' bonaga boraga badiinaga bavinaga
'for whom' bonahati borahati badunahati bavunahati
'from whom' bonagatal boragatal badunagatal bavunagatal

3.1.2.5 Indefinite Pronouns

The following pronoun forms portray the sense of indefiniteness. See also section (16).
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Table 10: Indefinite Pronouns

general term Non-Masculine term

S P
‘anyone’ borana badana bavina
'someone’ boro bado bavo
‘anything’ batalana

'something’  batalo

3.1.2.6 Quantitative ronouns

Gondi has the following quantitative pronouns which can act as nouns or adjectives.

(21)  godact 'some’
velle 'much’
an'ni ‘all’
antor ‘they all’
antoram 'we all’

For example,

(22) ramesanav an'ni manci pedda kitabku gayab Z 015
rames-n-a-v an'ni manci pedda kitab-ku gayab
Ramesh-OBL-GEN-NOM_P all good big book-P lost

atam.
a-t-am
happen-PAST-3NS

'All the good big books of Ramesh went missing.'

3.1.3 Numerals

Southern Gondi has numerals one to seven (which agree in gender with head noun) and also
‘one hundred' and 'hundreds'. Other numerals are borrowed from Telugu, and have no gender
distinction. The forms are different for the direct and the oblique case.
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Table 11:Numerals

Gender Direct Oblique
‘one’ M varor varon
M undi undan
‘two' M vur ivurakun
M rondu rondun
'three’ M muvur muvurkun
M mudu mudun
four' M naldr naldrkun
M naltm nalumn
five' M heyyur heyytrkun
M heyyum heyyun
'six’ M harar hardrkun
M harum harun
'seven’ M edar eddrkun
M edum edun
'one hundred’ nahd
'hundreds’ nahuka nuhuakdn

Gondi and Telugu numbers can be combined to form a greater number. In the following
example the words for 7undreds' and 'five’ are Gondi words, 7wo’ and 'thirty’ are in common
with other Dravidian languages. For example,

(23)  rendunuhukunamupayaheyyur 7027
rendu-nuhuku-na-mupaya-heyyum
two-hundereds-and-thirty-five

'two hundred and thirty five'

The ordinal number for 'first' is modata. No other ordinals exist in Gondi.

3.1.4 Adjectives

Adjectives of age, dimension, value, colour, and shape are present in Gondi. velle meaning
'much’or 'very'is used as an intensifier. There is no agreement marked on the adjective.

(24) Age pada ‘elderly’
Dimension  dodu fat'
etu ‘thin'
Value manci 'these’
Colour akipaci 'areen’ (lit. leaf green)
paspupaca vellow' (lit. turmeric green)
Shape gundaraga roundish’

Adjectives of characteristic tend to be nouns, like hongl ‘anger’, which stand alone or form a
compound noun, like hongt manakal ‘anger man'. It is difficult to say whether these are nouns
or really adjectives. Adjectives are used in the following ways. They precede the head noun
in the noun phrase.
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(25) oru dodu mantor.

oru dodu ma-nt-or
3MS fat be-PRES-3MS

'He is fat.’
(26)  ort dodu manakal mantor.
oru dodu manaka-| ma-nt-or

3MS fat man-honorific be-PRES-3MS

'He is a fat man.'

3.1.5 Nominal Categorises

Southern Gondi does not appear to have augmentatives or diminutives. When terms of
endearment are used the suffixes attach only to the verb, not the noun. For example, vay-ine
‘come!" is used for spouse or mother, vay-ho ‘come!’ carries less intensity and is used for a
child or females (other than spouse or mother).

3.2 Verbal Morphology

3.2.1 Verb Structure

Verbs in Southern Gondi are those that indicate states and events. They are capable of taking
tense-aspect-mood and interrogative clitics. Tense and person-number-gender markers are
obligatory components of the finite verb. The structure of a verb can be explained as follows.

Verb - stem ¢ (Aspect/Mood) ¢ Tense ¢ Person-Number-Gender ¢ (Clitic)

This can be seen in the example below.

(27) nime gato tinjamantina?
nime gato tin-ja-ma-t-in-a
2S_NOM food eat-CONT-be-PAST-2S-INT

'Are you eating food?'
3.2.2 Compound Verbs

3.2.2.1 Verb Verb Compounds

The following compound verbs are found.

(28) pisiva (catch come) 'bring (imp.)’
pikiin'nu (catch go) 'hold (imp.)'
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For example,

(29) cahapisi va
caha pi-si  va-0
tea catch-ABS come-IMP_S

'‘Bring the tea!’

3.2.2.2 Conjunct Verbs
Conjunct verbs are made up of either noun and verb or adjective and verb.

Noun + verb constructions include:

(30) réppa tana (eyelid beat) 'blink (imp.)’
kade tana (leg beat) 'kick (imp.)’
yer tunga (water wash) 'bathe (imp.)’
pidugu vatata (light pour) ‘thunder (imp.)’

For example,

(31) orureppa tantor

oru reppa tana-t-or
3MS eyelid beat-PAST-3MS

'He blinked.’

Adjective + verb constructions include:

(32) gusagusa vadakamad (slow speak) 'to whisper'
sa€ kiyumad (clean do) 'to clean’
istam kiyumad (like do) "to like'

For example,

(33) gusa gusa vadaka
gusa gusa vadaka-0
slowly slowly speak-IMP_S

"Whisper!’

3.2.3 Verb Classes

At least three verb classes can be found. These can be divided primarily on the basis of the
verb's phonology (verb stem endings, syllable structure), but classes must be set up to
describe those verbs that do not conform to the general pattern. The verb stem is the same as
the imperative form of the verb. Each class takes on different forms of the aspectual
morphemes as is explained below.

3.2.3.1 Class 1

Class 1 consists of those monosyllabic verb stems that have a nasal final consonant as in tin
‘eat’, hon 'go’, and bisyllabic stems such as tana 'beas’. An example is shown below. Class 1

Southern Gondi Grammar 21

7 044

Z 045

7 046



Verbal Morphology — MORPHOLOGY

verbs take aspectual morphemes beginning in -j, as in -jeke (continuous suffix),

-ji (absolute participle / perceptive suffix), and -ja (present marker). Verbs of this class donot

have a present perfect form. Present continuous form is used instead.

(34) nime gato tinjamantina? Z 039
nime gato tinja-ma-nt-in-a
2S_NOM food eat-be-PRES-2S-INT

'Are you eating food?'

3.2.3.2 Class 2

Class 2 consists of those verb roots that end in -ha as in doha 'build', veha 'say’ and réha
unload'. An example is shown below. These verbs take aspectual morphemes beginning in -

¢, as in -ceke (continuous suffix), -ci (absolute participle / perceptive suffix), and -ca (present
marker).

(35) nana lon dohacamantan. Z 040

nana lon doh-ca-ma-t-an
1S_NOM house made-CONT-be-PAST-1S

'l am building a house.'

3.2.3.3 Class 3

The rest of the verbs belong to this class. An example is shown below. These verbs take
aspectual morphemes beginning in -s, as in -seke (continuous suffix), -si (absolute participle /
perceptive suffix), and -sa (present marker).

(36) nana bes pullerh vadakasantan. Z 041

nana bes pullem vadak-sa-nt-an
1S_NOM good news speak-CONT-PRES-1S

'l am telling good things.'

3.2.4 Agreement

The head verb always agrees in person, number and gender with the subject. All these
features are contained in the one morpheme that comes after the tense suffix on the verb. The
following person, number, and gender markers are the commonly used agreement suffixes.

Gondi has the gender distinction of masculine and non-masculine. Gender distinction on a
marker can be observed only for the 3rd person. Please refer to section 3.1.1.5 above on
gender in Gondi.
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Table 12: Person-Gender-Number Marking

Singular Plural
1 -an -om
2 -in -ir
3 M -or -or
NM -0 -om

3.2.4.1 Agreement for Past Habitual Forms
Past habitual tenses take the following forms for the person, number, and gender suffixes.

Table 13 Person-Gender-Number marking for Past Habitual Tenses.

Singular Plural

1 -un -um
2 -in -ir
3 M -ar -ar

NM. -u -um
For example,
(37) mava natena lokulku kallu 7 047

mava natu-n-a loku-n-ku  kallu

1P_EX village-OBL-GEN people-OBL-DAT liqour
unjekemanundur

un-jeke-ma-nd-ur
drink-CONT-be-Past_HAB-3M

'People of our village used to drink liquor.’
3.2.4.2 Agreement for Subjunctives

Subjunctives take the following forms for the person, number, and gender suffixes as shown
in the table below. For example, taken '/ would have walked'.

Table 14Person Gender Number markers for Subjunstives

Person Gender Singular Plural
1 -en -em
2 -en -er
M -er -er
3 N.M. -uvadu -uvahaku

3.2.5 TAM-System

3.2.5.1 Tense

Southern Gondi has markers on verbs denoting past, present and future tense. These markers
are obligatory on the head verb.

Verb stems are the imperative forms of the verb. For bisyllabic stems ending in a vowel, the
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final vowel drops off (or is shortened). For present tense stems the allomorphs -ja for Class 1
verbs, -ca for Class 2 verbs, and -sa for Class 3 verbs are added to the stem

The past tense marker is -t, except for past habitual tenses that take -(U)nd (see Table 18).
Table 15 gives examples of simple past tense verbs in the three verb classes.

The present tense marker is -nt. Table 15 gives examples of simple present tense verbs in the
three-verb classes. Note that the verb stems that end in -sa as in asa 'buy’, and tasa 'keep’ do
not have a simple present tense form.

The future tense marker is -ant. Table 15 gives examples of simple future tense verbs in the
three verb classes.

Table 15: Tense Marking

gloss Stem Past Simple Present Simple Future Simple
1 'beat’ tan tan-t-an tanja-nt-an tan-ant-an
I unload'’ réh reh-t-an rehca-nt-an reh-ant-an
I 'walk' tak tak-t-an takasa-nt-an tak-ant-an

All the examples are given for first person singular number.

3.2.5.2 Aspect

Southern Gondi has the following aspects: perfect, continuous, complete, and habitual.

3.2.5.2.1 Simple Aspect

The simple aspect has no marking, but for the present simple the verb has an extra
morpheme, the function of which is presently unclear. (This is a subject for further research.)
Present simple verbs take the stem of the verb followed by -ja for Class 1 verbs, -ca for Class
2 verbs, and -sa for Class 3 verbs. Thus,

Vsimple = stem . (-ja /-ca/-sa) . TNS.PGN

See Table 15: Tense Marking for examples.

3.2.5.2.2 Continuous Aspect

The continuous aspect takes the following morphemes for Class 1, Class 2, and Class 3
respectively, and also the verb man 7o be'.

Vcontinuous > stem . (-jeke / -ceke / -seke) . ma(n) . TNS . PGN

Table 16 illustrates this. All examples are given for 1st person singular number.
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Table 16: Continuous Aspect Marking

Gloss Stem  Past Progressive  Present Progressive  Future Progressive
1 'beat’ tan tanjekematan tanjekemantan tanjekemanantan
11 unload’ réh rehacekematan rehacekemantan rehacekemanantan
I ‘walk’ tak taksekematan takasekemantan taksekemanantan

3.2.5.2.3 Perfect Aspect

The perfect aspect takes the absolute adverbial participle form followed by the verb man 7o
be'. Unlike the continuous aspect the participle form can appear independently (see section
4.5.3.12). Allomorphs are listed for Class 1, Class 2, and Class 3 respectively.

Perfect > stem . (<ji/ -ci/ -si) . ma(n) . TNS . PGN

Table 17: Perfect Aspect Marking

Examples are given for Ist person singular number.

Gloss Root  Past Perfect Present Perfect Future Perfect
1 'beat’ tan tanjimatan tanjimantan tanji manantan
11 'unload' réh rehacimatan rehacimantan rehaci manantan
I ‘walk' tak taksimatan takasimantan taksi manantan

3.2.5.2.4 Habitual Aspect

The habitual aspect occurs in the past and future tenses. The future habitual is of the same
form as future perfect (see Table 15). Past habitual tak-s different tense (i.e.
-(0)nd instead of -t) and agreement markers (see section 3.2.4.1 above), demonstrated by the
examples in Table 18. The p-ogressive morpheme is the same as for the other tenses,
-jeke, -ceke, -seke, for Class 1, 2, and 3 respectively.

Table 18: Habitual Aspect Marking

Gloss Past Habitual Past Prog. Habitual
1 'used to beat / be beating' tan-und-un tan-jeke mantnd-tn
11 ‘used to unload / be unloading’ reh-und-un reha-ceke maniund-in
Il  'used to walk / be walking' tak-und-un taka-seke manind-un

To denote past negative habitual the negative suffix -ko comes before the tense marker and
after the imperative stem. For example.
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Past Negative Habitual Gloss
1 tana-ko-ndun 'l didn't use to beat'
I reha-ko-ndiun 'l didn't use to unload'’
III taka-ko-ndin "I didn't use to walk'
3.2.5.3 Mode

3.2.5.3.1 Imperative and Prohibitive

Imperative and prohibitive mood occurs only in the second person. The singular form is
unmarked. The plural form takes -tu. The imperative is the verb stem. The prohibitive suffix
is -ma. This is shown as in the table below.

Table 19: Imperative and Prohibitive Moods

Number Imperative Prohibitive
I Singular tana tanama
Plural tanatu tanamatu
II Singular reha rehama
Plural rehatu rehamatu
111 Singular taka takama
Plural takatu takamatu

3.2.5.3.2 Subjunctive

The subjunctive suffix meaning 'would have'is -en The final vowel of the imperative stem is
dropped before adding subjunctive mood.

Table 20: Subjunctive Mood

Stem Subjunctive gloss
1 tan tan-en "I would have beaten’
I réeh reh-en "I would have unloaded’
111 tak tak-en 'Twould have walked'

3.2.5.3.3 Admonitive

The Admonitive suffix meaning ’should’ is -gom or -goti interchangeably. Examples are
shown in the table below.
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Table 21: Admonitive Mood

Imperative.  Admonitive gloss

1 tana tana-gom
tana-goti

11 reha reha-gom
reha-goti

I taka taka-gom
taka-goti

'We should beat'

'"We should unload’

'"We should walk'

3.2.5.3.4 Hortatory

The hortatory suffix meaning /et us do’ is -kom it comes after the verb stem. The person-
gender-number marker is always first person plural. Examples are shown below.

Table 22: Hortatory Mood

Imperative. Hortatory gloss
1 tana tana-kom 'let us beat'
I réha reha-kom 'let us unload’
111 taka taka-kom 'let us walk’

3.2.6 Derivational Morphology Involving Verbs

3.2.6.1 Valence Changing Morphology: Causatives

Some verbs take the causative marker -ha / -ca as shown in the following table.

Table 23: Causative Marking

Imperative (non-causative) Imperative (causative)
I tin ‘eat’ ti-ha 'feed’
I reya 'descend’ re-ha unload'’
111 taka 'walk/go' taki-ca 'drive’

3.2.6.2 Deriving Verbs from Other Parts of Speech

No examples were found of nouns or adjectives being verbalised.

3.2.6.3 Verbal Nominalisation
Verbs are nominalised in three ways: gerund formation, infinitive and agent nominalisation.

Gerund suffixes are -mad (Gondi) and -udu (same as in Telugu). Both are allomorphs and all
verb classes take the same markers. The infinitive suffix is -ana .

Southern Gondi Grammar 27



Adverbs — MORPHOLOGY

Table 24: Gerund and Infinitive Formation

Gloss Infinitive Gerund Forms
I 'beat’ tan-ana tana-mad tan-udu
11 ‘unload’ reh-ana reha-mad reh-udu
111 ‘walk' tak-ana taka-mad tak-udu

This nominaliser can go on the verb to mean 'te one which does the action'. The suffix goes on
the infinitive form of the verb, as shown in the following table. The nominaliser can be both
masculine -or and non-masculine -ad depending on the gender of the actor.

Table 25: Nominalising Suffixes (one who/which does)

Gloss Stem Masculine Non-Masculine
I 'beat’ tan tanan-or tanan-ad
11 unload’ reh rehan-or rehan-ad
I 'walk' tak takan-or takan-ad

3.2.7 Non-Finite Verbs

The non-finite verbs take on different types of participles as shown below. See the section on
adverbial clauses 4.5.3 below for examples of complete (time adverbial), absolute, and
simultaneous non-finite verb forms.

Table 26: Non-Finite Verbs

Gloss Infinitive Relative Complete Absolute  Simultaneous
1 'beat’ tan-ana tan-anor tanata-rite tan-iji tan-enke
I unload’ réh-ana reh-anor rehata-rite reha-cl reh-enke
I ‘walk’ tak-ana tak-anor takata-rite tak-si tak-enke
3.3 Adverbs
Adverbs of time include:
indike now’
nin'ne 'vesterday'
Tyala 'today'
nadi ‘tomorrow’
man'netadi 'day after tomorrow’
aske 'then' (remote past)
nanga 'then, recently' (near past)

For example,
(38) orunanga vator
oru nanga va-t-or
3MS recently come-PAST-3MS

'He came recently. '
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Adverbs of manner include:

birana 'quickly’
mellaga 'slowly’
barobar 'properly’

For example,

39 adu barobar vadi dalago Z 028
(39) g

adu barobar vadi dalag-o
that properly wind blow-NEG

"It doesn't blow wind properly.’

Evidential adverbs were not found in the data. Location demonstratives such as ige ere’ and
heke 'hither’ serve the function of adverbs.

3.4 Conjunctions

3.4.1 Co-ordinating and Subordinating

Gondi has a co-ordinating conjunction ani ‘wnd’ and a subordinating conjunction gani 'but’.
One use of the subordinating conjunction is given in (92) below

(40) dulalku  ani vasarn téka maratav H 007

ddlam-n-ku ani vasam teka mara-n-a-v

beam-Obl-DAT and Secondary_beams teak tree-OBL-GEN-NOM_P
kavale

kavale

need

"The main beam and secondary beam should be of teak wood.'

No word for ‘or’ is included in expressions like rondi mudd 'nwo or three’, and dodu etd fat or
thin'. The final vowel of adjectives can be changed to -0 though, to denote exclusion, as
discussed in section 4.5.5.2.

3.4.2 Intersentential Conjunctions

Intersentential conjunctions are sentence initial. barite 'because’, alahane 'similarly, in this way',
and askene '7hen' are used this way, when referring back to a previous event (in the preceding

sentence).
(41)  barité piru baga vata, esti beéndav hékené agta. T 002
barité piru baga va-t-a esti bendav hekeé-néag-t-a

because rain much come-PAST-3NS bus wherevr there-EMP stop-PAST-3NS

'‘Because much rains came and the bus remained where it was. '

Southern Gondi Grammar 29



Clitics — MORPHOLOGY

(42) alahan€ ico kanka narakatu, lot poro  bada H 008

alahané ico kanka naraka-tu lon-n pord bada
similarly some branch cut-IMPV_P house-OBL above  batten

tanaléyi

tana-leyi

beat-for

anta.

a-nt-a
happen-FUT-3NS

'Similarly cut some bamboo to serve as battens.

3.5 Clitics

The emphatic clitic -e is used to emphasise the noun it attaches to.

(43) Onad ore tanukutor Z 038
on-a-d or-e tana-uku-t-or
3MS-GEN-NOM_SG 3MS-EMP beat-reflexive-PAST-3MS

'He beat himself.'

The interrogative clitic -3 comes on the head verb of the clause. This is discussed in section
4.6.3.1.

3.6 Interjections

Interjections resemble those in other Dravidian languages, such as ayo! used to express
surprise. huda, literally meaning ook’ is used when explaining or describing something.

Southern Gondi Grammar 30



Simple Sentences — SYNTAX

4 SYNTAX

4.1 Simple Sentences

4.1.1 Verbal Clauses

4.1.1.1 Order of Clause Constituents

Southern Gondi is an SOV language. Intransitive, transitive and ditransitive clauses exist in
the language.

4.1.1.2 Intransitive

Intransitive sentences have no object.

(44) nana mindtan Z 035
nana mind-t-an
1S_NOM sleep-PAST-1S

I slept.’

(45) pilalku karasator 7. 036
pilar-ku karasa-t-or
child-P play-PAST-3MS

"The children played.’

4.1.1.3 Transitive

Transitive verbs can be inherent or derived. A causative marker is used to make an
intransitive verb transitive (section 3.2.6.1).

(46)  kimal adkam kintor 7 048
ktima-I-0 adkam ki-nt-or
potter-honorific-S pot_p make-FUT-3MS

'The potter makes pots.’

(47) vyaval gato tita 7 064
yava-| gato tin-t-a
mother-honorific food eat-PAST-3NS

'Mother ate food.’
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4.1.1.4 Ditransitive

A direct (accusative case) and an indirect (dative case) object must be present. They are
marked for case differently. The indirect object normally precedes the direct object.

(48) nana yavanku undi sari hitan 7029
nana yava-n-ku undi sari hi-t-an
1S_NOM mother-OBL-DAT one.NM saree give-PAST-1S

'l gave a sari to mother.'

4.1.2 Other Clause Types

4.1.2.1 Equative

In Southern Gondi an equative sentence acts as a predicate nominal, that is, it has a subject
and object but no verb.

(49) [nava porol] [rames gédam)]. F 001
[nava porol] [rames gédam]
IS_POSS name Ramesh Gedam

"My name is Ramesh Gedam.'

(50) [nana] [daktar] Z 022
[nana] [daktar]
1S.NOM doctor

'l am a doctor.’

4.1.2.2 Attributive / Descriptive

Attributive clauses must take the verb man 7o be'.

(51)  oru manci manakal Z 024
oru manci manaka-|
3MS good man-honorific

'He is a good man.’
(52)  pilarkunku gam'mat manta 7 025
pilar-ku-n-ku gam'mat ma-nt-a

child-P-OBL-DAT happiness be-PRES-3NS

'The children are happy.'
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4.1.2.3 Existential / Locative
Existential and locative clauses have the same structure. In the locative example below the
verb man 7o be' is obligatory.

(53) sosajte umanurte  mananta. F 012
sosajte umanur-te  man-ant-a
co-op_society Umanur-lOC  be-FUT-3NS

'‘Coop society is in Umanur'

4.1.2.4 Possessive

In possessive clauses the verb is optional. The word andu acts as a copula.

(54) idu nava lon andu Z 034
idu nava lon andu
this IS-GEN house is

"This is my house.’

4.2 Clause Constituents

4.2.1 Noun Phrase

4.2.1.1 Order of Noun Phrase Constituents

The noun phrase in Southern Gondi can take the following modifiers in the given order. All
elements but the noun are optional. Southern Gondi is a head-final language, thus the
modifiers precede the noun they modify.

NP — Poss. Pronoun + Demonstrative + Numeral / Quantifier + Adjective + Head Noun

Numbers and quantifiers cannot co-exist. Two adjectives may be present, or one adjective
may be reduplicated for emphasis. No examples with more than two adjectives in the noun
phrase were found in the data.

Examples of simple noun phrases are,

(55) navam [rondu  kitabku]. 7014
navam [rondu kitab-ku]
1S-GEN two.N  book-P

'my two books.'
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(56) [ramesanav an'ni manci pedda kitabku] gayab 7015
rames-n-a-v an'ni manci pedda kitab-ku gayab
Ramesh-OBL-GEN-NOM_P all good big book-P lost
atam.
a-t-am

happen-PAST-3NS

'All the good big books of Ramesh went missing.'

A complex noun phrase takes the conjunction ani ‘and’ for listing and co-ordination.

(57)  [oru parihku, jim'marn] ani [pandim] astor. 7016
[oru parihku jim'mar] ani [pandim] as-t-or
3MS rice_P fish and fruit_P  buy-PAST-3MS

'He bought rice, fish, and fruit.'

For associative phrases indicating accompaniment ivuru '(fwo) together, both’ is used.

(58) oruivuru kabad Kitor. Z 018
oru ivuru kabad ki-t-or
3MS two_3M work make-PAST-3MS

'The two of them did the job.'

Appositional phrases mention the two nouns in sequence example orl rajane 'ze, the king'.

4.2.1.2 Relative Clauses

The most common relative pronoun is gada meaning '(tie one) who / which'; adi meaning 'that’
is also used. They come at the end of the clause they modify.

(59) ramina ird cin'na tam'muru mantor  gada ird 7017
ramd-n-a ird cin'na tam'mdru ma-nt-or gada U
Ramu-OBL-GEN this small brother be-PRES-3MS who/which this

baga pedda badmas mantor
baga pedda badmas ma-nt-or
much big naughty be-PRES-3MS

'This one who is the younger brother of Ramu is a naughty man.'

The example above shows the relativising of the subject of the sentence. The following
example shows the relativising of the direct object.

(60) nana badu  kapdihiktan  adu yavanad Z 084
nana badu kapdi hiik-t-an adu yava-n-a-d
1S_NOM what_3N cloth wash-PAST-1S that mother-OBL-GEN-NOM_S

'"The clothes which I washed are mother's.’
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The following co-relative clauses were also found. Following example illustrates this
feature.

(61) beke tiyaga manta heke visi vantam 7 042
beke tiyaga ma-nt-a  heke visi va-nt-am
where sweet be-Pres-3NS there flies come-FUT-3NS

'The flies come where there is something sweet.’

4.2.2 Verb Phrase

4.2.2.1 Order of Verb Phrase Constituents

The verb phrase consists of the head verb followed by any auxiliary verbs.

VP — Head Verb + (Auxiliary)
4.2.2.2 Simple Verb Phrase

4.2.2.21 Head

A simple verb phrase consists of only the head verb that is inflected for tense, aspect, mood,
and person-gender-number agreement.

4.2.2.2.2 Modifiers of Verb Phrase

Adverbial clauses are the most common modifiers of the verb phrase. These can be participle
forms of the verb, or adverbials of time, location, purpose, reason, condition, or concession.

4.2.2.3 Complex Verb Phrase

Participle forms of the verbs can occur along with an auxiliary. In this case the semantically
main verb is the participle form and the auxiliary (usually 7o be’ verb) takes the inflection.

(62) orl honji mandagom bare 7059
ord honu-ji manda-gom bare
3MS Go-ABS be-PAST-should may

'"They might have gone.’
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4.2.3 Postpositional Phrase

Southern Gondi has postpositional phrases of location.

loppo 'in (side)’
palate ‘out (side)’
mun'ne 'in front of’
pajo 'behind’
poro ‘'on’

hid ‘under’

These can occur independently or take ablative and allative case markers. Compare the
following two examples.

(63)  pandi loppo pudi manta Z 085
pandi loppo pudi ma-nt-a
fruitin  worm be-PRES-3NS

'In the fruit is a worm.’

(64) vyaval lota loppotal vata Z 086
yava-l lon-n-a loppo-tal va-t-a

mother-honorific house-OBL-GEN in-from come-PAST-3NS

'"Mother came from inside the house.'

mun'ne can also be used to refer to time, for example, kiyan mun'ne 'before doing’ .

4.3 Grammatical Relations

4.3.1 Subject

Finite verbs in Southern Gondi always take person-gender-number agreement as the final
suffix on the verb. This morpheme will always agree with the subject of the sentence. Thus,

65 kdimal adkam kintor 7 048
(65) .

kima-I-0 adkam ki-nt-or

potter-honorific-S pot_P make-FUT-3MS

'The potter makes pots.’
Dative subjects occur with certain verbs of perception, cognition, emotion, feeling, and
experience, as in the examples shown below.
(66)  pilarkunku gam'mat manta 7 025
pilar-ku-n-ku gam'mat ma-nt-a
child-P -OBL-DAT happiness be-PRES-3NS

"The children are happy.'
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(67) maku  baga karvéseke mata Z 065
maku baga karve-seke man-t-a
1P_EX_DAT much hunger-CONT be-PAST-3NS

"We were hungry.'
Usually the subject in an adverbial clause is the same as the subject in the main clause. If the

subject isn't mentioned it is assumed to be co-referential. For switch reference (section4.5.6
below) the subjects must be explicitly stated as shown.

(68) momotl kédate honanenke vedijin hldatom Z 066
momotu keéda-te honu-eénké vediju-n hud-t-om
1P_Ex_NOM forest-LOC Go-while bear-ACC look-PAST-1P

"While going to the forest we saw a bear.’
The subject (momotl 'we’ in the above example) can come subordinate clause initially or

main clause initially. Adverbial clauses are not marked for person-gender-number whilst the
verb in the main clause is.

4.3.2 Direct Object

In a prototypical sentence the grammatical subject is also the semantic agent, but when the
sentence is formed using a passive construction, the grammatical subject will be the object
(patient). If an agent is stated it will take case marking. Compare the two examples below.

(69) kumal adkam Kintor Z 048
ktima-I-0 adkam ki-nt-or
potter-honorific-S pot_P make-FUT-3MS

"The potter makes pots.'
(70)  adkam kdmantoni antam 7 049
adkam ktma-0-n-toni a-nt-am
pot_P potter-S -OBL-ACCOMP happen-FUT-3NS
'Pots are made by the potter.’

Now the verb agrees not with the agent but with the patient that is in the subject position in
the sentence.

4.3.3 Indirect Object

In ditransitive clauses the indirect object takes obligatory dative case marking. The indirect
object is the recipient of the semantic theme (direct object).

(71) nana yavanku undi sari hitan Z 029
nana yava-n-ku undi sari hi-t-an
1S_NOM mother-OBL-DAT one.N saree give-PAST-1S

'l gave a sari to mother.’
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The order of clause constituents is:

S 10 DO
S — NPnom + NPdat + NPacc + VP

4.4 Valence and Voice

4.4.1 Valence Increasing Operations (participant addition)

The causative suffix can be added to an intransitive or a transitive verb to make it
ditransitive, thus adding another participant to the argument, as shown in section 3.2.6.1.

4.4.2 Valence Decreasing Operations (participant reduction)

4.4.2.1 Reflexive

Reflexive actions are expressed by the morpheme -0kl within the verb. Compare the
examples below,

72 oru godun tantor Z 037
(72) g

oru godua-n tana-t-or

3MS cow-ACC beat-PAST-3MS

'He beat the cow.’

(73)  oOnad ore  tanukutor Z 038
on-a-d or-e tana-uku-t-or
3MS-GEN-NOM_S 3MS-EMP beat-reflexive-PAST-3MS

'He beat himself.'

The verb is inflected for reflexive, tense, person, and number in that order as shown in the
following paradigm for the verb 7o bear'.

Table 27: Reflexive Verb Forms

S P
1 tanukutan tanukutom
2 tanukutin tanukutir
3 M tanukutor tanukutar
N tanukuta tanukudtam

4.4.2.2 Reciprocal

The indefinite demonstrative pronoun varor is used to denote reciprocal action.

(74)  pilalkd varonku varor  tanukunjantur 7052
pilalkd varo-n-ku  varo-or tana-ukuja-nt-ur
children one_M-OBL-DAT one_M-3MS beat-reflexive-PRES-3MP

'The children hit each other.’
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(75)  ort varonku varor  citi lohatur Z 053

oru varo-n-ku  varo-or citi loha-t-ur
3MS one_M-OBL-DAT one_M-3MS letters send-PAST-3MP

'They wrote letters to each other.’

4.4.2.3 Passives

There is no difference in verb form between the active and passive constructions. As with
active verbs, in the example below the passive verb takes the stem, the tense suffix, and the
person-gender-number suffix that agrees with the subject.

Some verbs are inherently passive, while others cannot be passivised. The example below
demonstrates the active and passive clauses referring to a single event.

(76) kédate nana yenegl hudatan Z 050
kéda-te nana vyenegu-0 hud-t-an
forest-LOC 1S_NOM elephant-S look-PAST-1S

'In the jungle I saw an elephant.’
(77) kédate yenegu dista Z 051

kéda-te yenegu-0 dis-t-a
forest-LOC elephant-S see-PAST-3NS

'In the jungle an elephant was seen.’

4.5 Clause Combinations

4.5.1 Serial Verbs

The compound verb pisi va meaning 'bring (imp.)’ (literally, ‘catch come’) may be classified as
a serial verb.

(78) gato pisi lon va
gato pi-si lon va
food catch ABS house come-IMP-S

"Take food and come home'

4.5.2 Complement Clauses

4.5.2.1 Speech Embedding

In reporting direct speech the verb can precede or follow the quote, i.e. the embedded clause
and the the main clause are interchangeable.
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(79) or itor @©nava porol ramu andu¢ Z 080
or i-t-or nava porol ramu andu
3MS say-PAST-3MS 1S_Poss hame Ramu is

'He said, "My name is Ramu."’

(80) orl nakun  @va@ itor Z 082
ort na-ku-n  va-0 i-t-or
3MS 1S-DAT-ACC come-IMP_S say-PAST-3MS

""Come." he said'.

In reported speech the embedded clause precedes the main clause

(81) on karvesanta inji itor
on karves-a-nt-a in-ji  i-t-or
3MS hunger-happen-PRES-3NS say-ABS say-PAST-3MS

'He said that he was hungry'

4.5.2.2 Other Types Of Complements

Complement clauses can be finite or non-finite, and typically refer to the notions of
cognition, desire, and probability. (See respective examples below.) For complement clauses
relating to speech or cognition, the complementiser Inji is commonly used.

Cognition:

82 nana dantan inji inukunjantan Z 060
) inji ]

nana da-nt-an in-ji in-ukunja-nt-an

1S_NOM go-FUT-1S say-ABS say-reflexive-PRES-1S

'l am thinking I will go.’

Desire:

83 nana hondagom injeke Z 061
(83) gom injeke

nana honda-gom in-jeke

1S_NOM go-should say-CONT

'l am saying I will go./ I am considering to go.’

4.5.3 Adverbial Clauses

Adverbial clauses typically precede the main clause in Southern Gondi. However, the subject
can be moved to the front of the sentence before the adverbial clause, thus splitting the main
clause. The subordinator usually comes at the end of the adverbial clause.
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4.5.3.1 Time

The complete participle -rite ‘afier’ is added to the infinitive form of the verb, as shown:

(84) maraka pandi pandatarite momotu tintom Z 043
maraka pandi panda-t-a-rite momotu tin-nt-om
mango fruit ripen-PAST-3NS-COMPL 1P_Ex eat-FUT-1P

'After the mango ripens we will eat it.’

4.5.3.2 Location

The question word beke meaning "where (to what place)' can function as a location adverbial.

(85) varor  manakal hidator  pégidi beke hota 7. 067
varo-or manaka-I| hud-t-or  pégidi beke honu-t-a
one_M-3MS man-honorific look-PAST-3MS girl where Go-PAST-3NS
inji
in-ji
say-ABS

'He saw where the girl went.'

4.5.3.3 Manner

The adverbial for manner is balaha. This usually occurs along with alaha, making it a co-
relative clause structure (alahane is the oblique form with -e the emphatic clitic). For

example,
(86)  balaha yaval vehata alahane ramd gato 7. 087
balaha yava-| veh-t-a alaha-n-e ramu gato
how mother-honorific say-PAST-3NS likethat-OBL-EMP Ramu food
atata
at-t-a

cook-PAST-3NS

'Ramu cooked food in the way her mother asked her to do.’

4.5.3.4 Purpose

The morphemes -lasi and -leyi 'for, in order to' are used interchangeably to indicate purpose.
They are suffixed to the infinitive form of the verb as illustrated in the following two
examples.

(87) ige nana gondibasa vehalasi vatan. N 003
ige nana gondi basa veh-léyi va-t-an
here 1S.NOM Gondi language say-for come-PAST-1S

'l came here to teach Gondi language.'
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(88) ~momotl mara narakaléyi marsune Upayog kKintom 7 068
momotu mara naraka-léyi marsu-n-e uUpayog ki-nt-om
1P_EX_NOM tree cut-for axe-OBL-EMP use  make-FUT-1P

'We use an axe for cutting the tree.’

4.5.3.5 Reason

The adverbial indicating reason is danhati ‘because’.

(89) baga karvéseke mata danhati velle gato Z 069
baga karve-seke man-t-a  dan-hati velle gato
“much hunger-CONT be-PAST-3NS 3NS-ACC-BENEF much food
titom
tin-t-om
eat-PAST-1P

'‘Because we were very hungry, we ate a lot of food.’

4.5.3.6 Simultaneous

The adverbial participle -enke indicates the simultaneous occurrence of two events.

(90) momotl kédate honanenke vedijlin hidatom Z 066
momotu kéda-te honu-enke vediju-n hud-t-om
1P_EX_NOM forest-IOC Go-while bear-ACC look-PAST-1P

"While going to the forest we saw a bear.’

4.5.3.7 Circumstantial

There are no unique adverbials with the specific function of indicating circumstance. The
simultaneous adverbial participle -enke can be used to provide the circumstance for the main

event to occur; see the example (91). For the negative circumstantial adverbial a negative

form of the verb may be used in combination with gani 'but’; see example (92)

(91) baga titenke  pedal baga dodu ator 7070

baga tin-enke peda-I-0 baga dodu a-t-or
much eat-while son-honorific-SG much fat happen-PAST-3MS

'‘By eating a lot, the child became very fat.'

(92) oru eko tinakonddr gani dodu ator Z071
oru eko tin-ko-nd-ur gani dodu a-t-or
3MS more eat-NEG-PAST_HAB-3M but fat happen-PAST-3MS

'He did not used to eat much;, still he became fat.’
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4.5.3.8 Conditional

4.5.3.8.1 Simple Conditional

The conditional adverbial in a simple conditional clause is ayte.

(93) oruvayana ayte nana dantan 7072
oruva-na a-te nana da-nt-an

3MS come-INF happen-COND 1S_NOM go-FUT-1S

'If he comes, then I'll go.'

4.5.3.8.2 Counterfactual Conditional
Counterfactual conditionals can be positive (94) or negative --te is the conditional adverbial
in a counterfactual conditional clause.

(94)  podudu honji nana Ion vasi manji mate dongan Z 062
podudu honu-ji nana Ion va-si man-ji man-te donga-n
sun  Go-ABS 1S_NOM house come-ABS be-ABS be-COND thief-ACC

pisi  manen

pi-si  man-en

catch-ABS be-1S_SUBJ

'If [ had reached home in the evening I would have been able to catch the thief.'

(95) nana honakunte oru vayakoner
na-na hona-kunte oru vaya-kon-er
1S5-NOM go-CT_COND 3MS come-neg-3MS_SUBJ

'Had I not gone he would not have come.'

4.5.3.8.3 Concessive Conditional

Concessive conditionals use gani 'hut’ and the subordinate clause takes the infinitive form of
the verb, as shown.

(96)  monotu karvune mana gani kabad kintom

monotu karvu-n-e mana gani kabad ki-nt-om
1P_EX hunger-OBL-EMP be but work do-FUT-1P

'Even if we have to remain hungry we will work.'
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4.5.3.8.4 Hypothetical Conditional

Hypothetical constructions use manji-mate which is literally 7aving been - was'.

(97) nana ginta rajan manji mate lokulkunku 7 074
nana ginta raja-n man-ji man-te loku-I-ku-n-ku
1S_NOM Hypo king-OBL be-ABS be-COND people-honorific-P-OBL-DAT

alaha karvu ara hiyakonen
alaha karvu ara hi-ko-en
likethat hunger fall give-NEG-1S_SUBJ

'If [ were a king, I would not have left the people hungry.'
4.5.3.9 Concessive Clause

The subordinating conjunction kiin'nad ‘Concc’ gani 'but’ acts as a concessive adverbial in the
following example:

(98) naku harim istam hille kun'na gani nana tintan 7075
na-ku harim istam hillem kun'na gani nana tin-nt-an

1S-DAT chappati-P like not CONCC but 1S_NOM eat-FUT-1S

'Although I don't like chapattis I eat them.'

4.5.3.10 Substitutive

badle meaning instead of 1s the adverbial indicating substitution.

(99) iyala maku gatote badle sirp harim dorktam 7076
iyala maku gato-te badle sirp harim dork-t-am
today 1P_EX_DAT food-of instead only chappati-P get-PAST-3NS

"Today we got only chapattis instead of rice.'

4.5.3.11 Additive

The adverbial indicating additive is inka ‘a/so’, as illustrated.

(100) gatotoni inka iyala maku payasim dorktam 7077
gato-toni inka iyala maku payasim dork-t-am
food-ACCOMP and today 1P_Ex_DAT porridge get-PAST-3NS

"Today with the food we also got payasam.'

4.5.3.12 Absolute

The absolute participle -si (and its allomorphs -ci, -ji) are used frequently in discourse. See the
following section on clause chaining also.

101) lota saman ura atarite H 011
p
lon-n saman pura a-t-a-rite
house-OBL materials all happen-PAST-3NS-COMP

natenorkun kéysi
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natu-n-or-ku-n key-si
village-OBL-3MS-DAT-ACC call-ABS

taci lota saré veha.
ta-ci  lon-n  sare veh-0
bring-ABS house-OBL measurement say-IMP_SG

'After the materials are ready, ask the village folks to take appropriate measurements.'

4.5.4 Clause Chaining

Clause chaining is done by using the absolute participle -ji, -ci, or -si on the verb stem
indicating a chain of events that occur one after the other.

(102) nana kabad kisi lon honji gato tinji ~mindantan 7 067
nana kabad ki-si lon hon-ji gato tin-ji mind-ant-an
1S_NOM work do-ABS house go-ABS food eat-ABS sleep-FUT-1S

"After doing work I will go home, eat food and sleep'.

4.5.5 Co-ordination

4.5.5.1 Simple Conjunction

Clauses of equal rank can be linked by conjunctions ani ‘and’ and 'but’ in the same way as

two noun phrases or a subordinate and main clause are linked (refer to the examples in
section 3.4). However, the use of adverbials is preferred.

(103) oru nantor ani kabad kitor N 005

oru nan-t-or  ani kabad ki-t-or
3SM-NOM wet-PAST-3MP and work do-PAST-3MP

"They became wet and they worked'.

(104) oru nanji kabad Kkitor N 005
oru nan-ji kabad ki-t-or
3SM-NOM wet-ABS work do-PAST-3MP

'Being wet they worked'.

4.5.5.2 Disjunction

There is no Gondi word with the meaning ‘or’. To show exclusive disjunction, as in the
example below, the following construction is used:

(105) pédal rondo mido varsanor Z 055
péda-I-0 rondu-o mudu-o varsa-n-or

that son-honorific-SG two_N-or three_N-or years-OBL-3MS

a
a

mantor
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ma-nt-or
be-PRES-3MS
"That child is two or three years old".’

The suffix -6 can be attached to the dubious factors in each clause. There was no evidence in
the data of this marker being used on verbs or nouns.

4.5.5.3 Comparatives

The comparative conjunction -kana acts as a clitic on the oblique form of the standard. The
quality adjective has no special marking in comparative constructions. The examples below
show comparison of an attribute and an action respectively.

(106) abitiyonkana etu manta
abi tiyo-n-kana etu ma-nt-a
Aby Theo-OBL-than height be-PRES-3NS

'Abi is taller than Theo.'
(107) joyel abinkana eko tintor

joyel abi-n-kana eko tin-nt-or
Joel Aby-OBL-than more eat-FUT-3MS

Joel eats more than Abi.’

4.5.6 Switch Reference

To show switch reference the participants must be explicitly stated. For example,

(108) maribaga karvune mator danahati yaval
mari baga karvu-ne man-t-or dana-hati yava-I
son much hunger-in be-PAST-3MS 3S_N-BENEF mother-honorific

onku gato hita
on-ku gato hi-t-a
3MS-ACC-DAT food give-PAST-3NS

'‘Because her son was very hungry, mother gave him food.’

In the above sentence the subject of the adverbial clause is co-referential with the main
clause.

4.6 Pragmatically Marked Structures

4.6.1 Focus Constructions and Emphasis

To show emphasis, the emphatic marker -e is used as in the e.g. below
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(109) ore ikabad kitor
or-e i kabad ki-t-or
3MS-EMP work do-PAST-3MS

"It is he who did this work'.
4.6.2 Negation

4.6.2.1 To negate a past tense action

The word hillé is used after the verb to denote negation of a past action.
(110) nana kiya hille

nana kiya hille

1S-NOM do not

' did not do'

4.6.2.2 To negate clauses and nouns and adjectives

Negation marker that agrees with the subject is used with the verb root.

(111) ortdodu ayor
oru dodu ay-or
3MS fat happen-NEG_3M

'He is not fat'
4.6.3 Non-declarative Speech Acts

4.6.3.1 Interrogatives

4.6.3.1.1 Yes/No Questions

Questions which expect an answer of 'yes' or 'no' are formed by attaching the clitic -a to the

verb word. It can be seen from the following examples.

(112) antur honjamantira? Q003
antur honja-ma-nt-ir-a
All  Go-be-PRES-2P-INT
'Did you all go?'

(113) nime varone honjamantina? Q004
nime varo-n-e honja-ma-nt-in-a
2S_NOM one_M-0OBL-EMP Go-be-PRES-2S-INT

'Did you go alone?’

4.6.3.1.2 Content Questions

These types of questions anticipates a response giving specific information rather a simple
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'yes' or 'no'. The question word is normally sentence initial as can be seen from the following

examples.

(114)

(115)

beke honjamantin? Q 001
beke honja-ma-nt-in
where Go-be-PAST-2S

"Where are you going?'

bari honjamantin? Q 002
bari honja-ma-t-in
why Go-be-PAST-2S

'Why are you going?'

4.6.3.2 Imperatives

Imperatives are those expressing commands or orders. In Gondi, there are two forms.Second

person singular form uses the verb stem with out any affixation as can be seen from example

(116) The second person plural form takes the suffix -tu as can be seen from the example

(117)

(116)

(117)

nimé varon manakan pisi kédate honu. H 003
ni-mé varo-n manaka-n pi-si  kéda-te honu-0
25-NOM one_M-OBL man-OBL catch-ABS forest-lOC Go-IMP_S

'Please call one man and go to the forest. '

kédate lotahati saman  narakatu. H 004
kéda-te lon-n-hati saman  naraka-tu
forest-LOC house-OBL-BENEF materials cut-IMP_P

'‘Chop down the materials(wood) necessary to build a house.’
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5 SAMPLE TEXT

The following text illustrates the way a Gondi person would give instructions to build a
house. Text has been divided into numbered sentences. Each sentence is followed by three
lines. The first line is the text in phonemic transcription. Second line shows the morpheme
breaks, and the third line is the gloss morheme by morpheme. Fourth line is the free
translation in English.
(118) naku plna Ion kiyana manta.

na-ku ptnalon ki-ana ma-nt-a

1S-DAT new house make-INF be-PRES-3NS

'l need to make a new house.’

(119) danahati nana nikiin kéytan.
dana-hati nana ni-kin kéy-t-an
3S_NM-BENEF. 1S.NOM 2S-ACC call-PAST-1S

'l have called you for that reason’

(120) nimé varon manakan pisi kédate honu.
ni-me varo-n manaka-n pi-si kéda-te honu-0
25-NOM one_M-OBL man-OBL catch-ABS forest-LOC Go-IMP_S

'Call one person and go to the forest. '

(121) kédate lotahati saman  narakatu.
kéda-te lon-n-hati saman  naraka-tu
forest-IOC house-OBL-BENEF materials cut-IMP_P

'‘Chop down the materials(wood) necessary for the house.'

(122) gunjarh sandara marahakunav narakana,
gunjam sandara mara-h-ku-n-a-v naraka-na
pillar Sandra tree-ephenthetic-P-Obl-GEN-NOM_PI cut-INF

barité sandara
barité sandara
because Sandra

marahkunku velle séga mananta.
mara-h-ku-n-ku velle séga man-ant-a
tree-ephenthetic-P-OBL-DAT much core be-FUT-3NS

'Pillars should be of 'sandra’ tree because 'sandra’ wood would have lot of core. '

(123) ddlalku  ani vasam teka maratav
dulam-n-ku ani vasam teka mara-n-a-v
beam-OBL-DAT and Secondary_beams teak tree-OBL-GEN-NOM_P
kavale.
kavale
need

'The main beam and secondary beam should be of teak wood.'
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(124) alahan€ ico kanka narakatu, lot poro  bada
alahané ico kanka naraka-tu lon-n pord bada
similarly some branch cut-IMP_PL house-OBL above  batten

tanaléyi

tana-leyi
beat-for

anta.

a-nt-a
happen-FUT-3NS

'Similarly cut some bamboo to serve as batten.'

(125) pura narakudu atarite varor  vadlan
pura naraka-udu a-t-a-rite varo-or vadl-n
all  cut-GER happen-PAST-3NS-COMP one_M-3MS carpenter-OBL

pisi taci

pi-si ta-ci

catch-ABS bring-ABS

vadlanku dulalku vasam
vadl-n-ku dalam-I-ku vasam

carpenter-OBL-DAT beam-honorific-P  Secondary_beams

seka veha.
sekka-0 veh-0
smoothen-IMP_S say-IMP_S

'After all the chopping down is done, call a carpenter and ask him to smoothen the wood.

(126) sekatarite a dulalkunku tulir
sekka-t-a-rite adu dulam-I-ku-n-ku tulim
smoothen-PAST-3NS-COMP that beam-honorific-P-OBL-DAT hole

tana veha ani
tana-0 veh-0 ani
beat-IMP_S say-IMP_S and

gunjanku kusim kiya veha.
gunjam-n-ku  kusim ki-a  veh-0
pillar-OBL-DAT point make-INF say-IMP_S

H 008

H 009

HO010

'After smoothening, ask him to make holes in the main beam, and a pointed end on the pillar’

!

(127) lota  saman pura atarite
lon-n saman pura a-t-a-rite
house-OBL materials all happen-PAST-3NS-COMP

natenorkun keysi

natu-n-or-ku-n key-si
village-OBL-3MS-DAT-ACC call-ABS
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taci lota saré veha.
ta-ci  lon-n  sare veh-0
bring-ABS house-OBL measurement say-IMP_SG

'After the materials are ready, ask the village folks to take appropriate measurements.’

(128) Ion  podugu iruvay miram ani adam panéndu mdram HO012
[on podugu iruvay miram ani adam panéndu miran
house height twenty feet and breadth twelve vyard-P

mana pinta.
mana pi-nt-a
our catch-FUT-3NS

"The length of the house should be twenty yards and breadth twelve yards.'

(129) sare piyalasi undi nondé orku him. H 013
saré pi-leyi undi nondé or-ku hi-0
measurement catch-for one.N rope  3MS-DAT give-IMP_S

'Give them a rope so as to take appropriate measurements.'

(130) baga baga gunjam vatantiro aga aga nondéku H 014
baga baga gunjam vata-nt-iro aga aga nondé-ku
where where pillar fix-FUT-3MP  there there rope-DAT

pégulku

pégul-ku

piece-P

tasi saré piya veha.
ta-si sare pi-0 veh-0

bring-ABS measurement catch-IMP_S say-IMP_S

'Ask them to fix small pieces of wood wherever the pillars have to be inserted’

(131) saré piyanenke  pégulku baga baga manantam, aga H 015
saré pi-énké pégul-ku baga baga man-ant-am aga
measurement catch-while piece-P  where where be-FUT-3NS there

yerka
yerka
knowledge

tasi  ayanka agane gunjan  hatim pokam
ta-si  a-anka aga-n-e gunjam-n  hatim pokarm
bring-ABS happen-AFTER there-OBL-EMP pillar-OBL Purposive hole

tavalasi veha.
tava-léyi veh-0
dig-for say-IMP_SG

'Ask them to make holes wherever the 'small pieces of wood' had been placed after the
measurements were done.’

(132) puna lota kabad ite natenor undi roju HO016

puna lon-n  kabad ite natu-n-or undi roju
new house-OBL work means village-OBL-3MS one_N day

anture
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antur-e
All-EMP

madad kintur; oru hati gato ata
madad ki-nt-ur oru hati gato at-0
help make-FUT-3MP he Purposive food cook-IMP_S

veha.
veh-0
say-IMP_S

'All the village people would help since it is a new house; do arrange to cook food for them.'

(133) podadu honji anturaku gato tihaci lohacim. HO017
podadu honu-ji antur-ku gato tiha-ci loha-cim
sun Go-ABS AlI-DAT food feed-ABS send-ABS

'Give food for every one in the evening and send them home.’
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